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People from distinc~ nations ~nd cultures from most of the world'com­

prise what we call American Society. No other..nation ,in~modern history has

been confronted with a. ta.sk of suoh magnitude as. ~hat of bringing together
• • , • ~ • .I •• "" • ~

.such diverse' people under one. governmental' and" societal' system.
,- . .

. Th~..~ask has not. been an easy, one,: nor is'~t~ cOrrfplete/~' Throughout
~ .', "

it:! histor,y....Amarlcan society has been infiuenced predominantly by the cultures
l' ••

. of northern Europe and to' a somewhat lesser extent 'by-the cultures of central'
, , .

and southern Europe" although it was Spain "that' was ,one, of the early. explorers

and colonizers of the western hemisphere~

American' socie ty has had a' history. of large numbers of itrmtigrants coming, .

to its' shores, either' in pursuit of freedom o£"~)Oe kind or another, or escap-
, ,

ing injustices, or. hoping ·for a better life. The usual pattern has been that

these immigrants have come to the United·States and over a period of some
. ~

. .
three generations they have usually become fairly well integrated into the.

sooiety. One of the major factors for this relatively rapid assimilation is

that for the most part the immigrants have never,had a large reservoir of

people who have had easy access to this country and who have constantly re­

placed those who have become assimilated.

The case of the Spanish-spe~nghas been differe~t from ,that of other
I '

European immigrants in that they were conquered by' Amencans as were. the
, I

Indians and they have always had at their back door, in the Southwest, a
I .

large reservoir of cult~al1Y similar people who continu~ to enter this
, ..!

country much like the Puerto .Rican imndgrations ~f todai~
" i, .

One of the most difficult problems which has faced this nation is that
. ;

'"

.of accommodating all these people ·of different cultures into a united nation.

The problem for the nation has :actually been one of accepting bits and parts
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of the cultures of the ~arious groups represented and mO~,dine them and mak­

,'ing, them t'it in~o what:,~" may call 'American ~lture. The second problem has

been one of 'understanding, cultural differences.
I *' .\0 'l

Cultural differences are easy to observe, and recognize'. It is also easy
• t t' j ' ••• !. • l' • " >-••

to app~eciate ,other, c~ltures, but'it'is ,more difficult' to real~ unders~and'
..... •• j ~ •

other~ cultures. This 'difficulty of und~~sta.nd:ing other cultures stems, .t':rom

I the .fact, that ,most pe'ople are ··'prOne',. to' look at another' culture:' from their
. ", . .~ ... \ ~ ,. . ( .. .

4 ••• ~ J

own cultural orientationJ and,obviously it 'is most difficult,to.understand
• ;; f ... .' •

. . . ... '/, ""
one culture ,from ,the :'viewpo~nt of another culture.

, .
The culture of an individual is' learne'd, - it is not something that be

. , ,

" . ... ~

is born ,with: A :culture is "transmitted' from generation 'to generation from
" ' ; I ,',,' , '. ".. • "

parents, tc? of:rsP~ng~ with whatever chang~s.'occ~r in the intervening time.
I' I •

The culture or an.. individual larBely determines his behavior~-that is to
I .~ "'.. j \ •

say, all huma:.n behavior beyond' that 'which 'is p~rely ,ref;Lexive" has a. cultural',
• .., ".. .,' '-.. • ,'1"0" ." '..... • " •

component. We can also say' that' culture is persistent'·· in time B.?ld that

culture changes J but at the same tine is highly'resistent',to change. Culture,
, .

of"course" exists only in the minds or people and the cultural traits :of',.,an

-i~di:vidual are not a raridom ,colle~tion" but form.' rather ~ more or le~s inter­

related and consistent whole' although there may b'a inconsistencies "and even

contradictory,elemen~s'Within\thi's interrelated-whole.

P;I'0fessor Williams in bis book'American Society has listed what h~ ccilla

the, major value orientations in:American' culture. ' I't might be of interest to-
I , 1 , .'

, .
give these to ,you here and' pel\baps we can contrast the~e with those of' the

1 • f"

Our value orientations according to walliams are concerned'
• ... • ~ I • ~ ~, ~1(. •

with, 1. achievement' and succe~s; 2. activity and work; . 3. moral o~entationj

4. humanitarian mores; 5. efficiency and practicality; 6. progress;

" '
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7. ' material comfort; ,,8. equalitY; 9. freedom; 10. external, conformity; ,
, , ,

11. science and secular rationality; 12., nationalism including patriotism;

13- de~ocracy; 14•.. 1ndividual personality and integrity; ,.·andlS. racism
. . .,

. s;rid related groups superiority themes~ ,
, , ,

If Williams is cC?rrect in his", observation", you" may well agree the un-

acculturated, 'low'~conolllic,status S~ariish-speakingpersons'with low educa-

tional achievement and a rural background probably do 'not share, these value

orient~tions_ " The, Spanis~':sp~aking people, are more. likely to be "oriented to

tradition rather than to the ruture. They are more likely to live in the "

present'and'£or'the present~ Progress to them is not likely to 'mean wha.t it
, \'.' ~. ") ., '. .. . . . ' . . , .

does to us and it Will probably .not ~. considered· as important. There is a.. , '

strong' element 'or fatalism among' this popUJ.ati~n. This fatalism is related'
\ ~ ••••• t ',10

to their inability ,to"do anything about their day to"day life and it 'is re­

lated also to strong ,attitudes,. of dependency 'which have' developed in 'the '
i . ,.." ," . .
I 4: • •

culture' over a period of manY years. Individual' achievement and success is '
~ . . ; ,.'

not likely to be important because the'ir culture has never stressed this'., One
• I .' t ~ • I .. 'j 'I •

.is reW:arded by 'Wl'i'at ,o~a .is 'more than by- what one does. ' Activity for the sake

of being active and work,for the sake of work never carried much importance.
II, >. , •

Nor 'was, there ever, mu~h int~rest in culture change. To be real~sticJ one

could do lit~le to bring' about ~hange, nor was change necessarily desirable •

. Per~onalism was always,"ethphasized ·and it is, a value ~rientation which

~~ related'to depende~~. 'The:e~h~~i~'is on b~ing rather than on doing.
:1

The important relationships are those 'that are personal rather than impersonal•
• ~ • . ' '.' 1 • t • 1/

."The relationship of an individual to government" law,' court or agencies .is

likely to make 'more sense and be' considered ,stronger ,if personal rather than
. \ . . " ~ ~

abstract entities are involved.

These value' orientations do ,not exhaust the subject"and ,are given, on~y

,to indicate the contrast between the. "two cultures.,
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Ii' these co~trasts are :in p.ny' way correct, it 'is no surprise that the,
. ' I '

Spanish:-speaking people have been highly resistant, to change and ',that Ameri-
, , I '

. " " . I'
can culture from th~ir point ,of' view has been less' than appealing be,cause i~

emphasizes the wrong things. ;"

ASSu~ng that these ~ultural d~ferences are "ve'!'/' real and that they
do present obstacles to full assimilation, one needs"to"look at an~ther part

of the picture, .namely-the' 'social class part, which, tends to comnound the
. ~~~'~~J~,I"t~t.tv~~ f4-

problem 'of assimilation'for the.S~anish-speaking.,\.Poor people have many

characteristics and problems in common. This observation' has led Oscar

LEnds to develop the ~o~cept or ,the culture of poverty•. Many or the obser­

vations which are 'made or Spani~h-speaking'may also be 'true of Negroes,

Southern 'Whites and Penn~lvania coal miners. Sometime~ we con!use cultural
, , ,

characteristics with social class' characteristics.'

What I am trying,·to say'is this - tha.t.i.t' the Spanish-speaking were or

a higher status general.ly, the matter 'of cultu.rai'differences, important 'as
, ' - ,\ ' .

it is, would not be 'such a great o?~tacle for their eve~tua1 assimil~tion

into Amer;tcan society•. ~t· ai,nce the majority at, the' Spanish-spealdng are

of a very low ~ocio-economic,·~tatus,' low educational achi~vement, 'and have
• I ".

lo'W.~tatus occupations, they are- then doubly. handi~apped in their attempts

at assimUation.

The ~pa.rrl:-sh-spealdn~ ha.ve 'been,. in this' country :for.a great number of
. ' ,

years. Yet I think it is probably"safe to say that this ,j large ,et~~group':.. ~_.
,,' I ',' ~~~~

is one that has ~SSimilated the least in American societY"i1.~~ ..' .

.The Spanish~spSaldng 'people in the Unite~, Stat~s" constitute a very

large, heterogeneous .group numbering "about six million. Some three and' a
" <# ~ .' '." ' •

half million are concentrat~d in'-th~ .fi~e, S~~thwes~~,staies.:, or those
, ". '" \,. " .

who reside in the Southwest.. some 82%, are ,located' 'in the s'tates of California
• • .?, •



and Texas. This population in '1940 was predominantly a rural,population'.

In 19,0 some 66% were consid~re'd to live in, urban, areas, and in 1960, 86%

were classified, as urban. It' is ra population that is' growing rapidly due to
I '

h~gh fertility rates,high~~ tha~' the tota;L white populati'on and the non-
.... ,. '. ' : .

. • i •

white p~pulation in the respectb~'e states. A second factor for the popula-

,tion increase is the large ndgrations' yearly from Mexico. California itself.'
, I .

. i~ the ten ye~ period between 1950 and 1960 increased some 88%., With over
" ,

50% of,the population under twenty years' of "age, this indicate~ high rates of
. , I' ,

dep'endeney, high proportions of t,he population in infancy and Child-youth
. ' . .! .:"

status, and a. high demandfor'comrmmity resources such ,as schools, health
. " .' I '

~. '. 1 "

facilities, recreation, sanitation, etc.
• ,. '. > i •

I

·The housing" situation for this group, accordin'g ·to the 1960 census,
, ! .

. . , . i

is inferior both in quantity and. quality.in relation to" the A,nglo, and the
. , .' ,. ,'" " 'I' . ' .' "

non-wbite population, '. and their housing shows extensive deterioration, over-
" • ,-'. , .j ..

I

crowding,. lack of, bath ,and toileti facilities;, they pay proportionately more
I. I."

, ,
rent' for their accommodations and; get less for what they, pay. As was indi­

I
cated earlier, fertility is high as ,is the incidence of morbidity and inf'ant

~

mortality and as can be" expected~ :the incidences of bz:::'ken families from
, .' I

either divorce" separation ,or widowhood. Their educational achievement is
• 1. '.

, I

notably lower than for Anglos or non-whites in all five of the states and in
.. '., '. , .' .~. r: I .' t'" ,. • .'

some states as high ,as, .52% 'of the iSpanish-speakinghave four years or less of
, " • : I ' : -

schooling, ~hiCh would placethem\in the category of functi9nally illiterate.
-, .. ,! '

Their unemployment' rates are· considerably higher ..and their income is '. compara-
" . " ": .: i ,'.' .

tively10wer than for the dominant population.,.A large'proportion of this
- 'i'· '- '

group is, represented' in the migrator,,. labor stre~whiclimeans a situation

which: involves an inequality of opportunity for ~ducation and ,emploYment at'ld

practically everything' else.· It inVolves also much child labor and its- con-'

sequences.
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Besides thEf 'serious disadv:mtages under l'lhich they live;.there are'.
. .,...' : ." ' '. \ . .

other problems whi:ch confront this group· and which are' eq~ally.important., "

Even living in' a pluralistic'sociErty, the"need to read,' write and speak .. .

English is of paramount. importance. In order to function well in this society,
, , .. . ,~.~~~ ~'t..Y 1J'UV1/i..t~ .

knowle~ge,of the dominant·~anguage·isimperative~. Secondly, since this

populatiC!n is generally speaking' or .one of low socio-economic status .and one

which seemingly presents· a for~ign culture. in the m~~t of American society,

the communication system between .the subordinate group and the dominant has
, . .

"~et to be .developed, nor ,has there develop~d effective leadership which can .

deal With problems "0£' the -·two cultures and which ,can', help the subordinate
~ .... . .. ..

group become a more·ei'.rectiv~ force in'and partake ,ot, the fruits or the
" ~tAo\ ",-'~~~# -'~~~"I'~~'~

American society.!4: .' ' .' ,~ . .
The ageDcie.~ ,w?ich 'Work ~th this population usUally approach them with

a middle class bias. This < again means a lack of understanding' or eultural .
, ~". . "'. ~

I' ,.... • .. • "

'differences on,their,part•. School teac~ars, social w~rkerB, physici~s,
, .

'j' community' organ1~~rs'~ public h~alth nurs~~" etc., are, more likely to. approach

. these clients more trom the 'standpoint of 'making them over·into their own
. . .. ~ . .. . ~ "

image rather than from' the standp'oin~ of understanding them.

'.")1, Actually, wha.t is· so "'W~ong"about not being' clean? 'About not being on
, . .... '. " '.,' :

time?' About missing, appointmentsr ..What is wrong with not knowing English
• • 1 .'-

, "

'or"speaking 'English' with an" accent? .Or. haVing a large £amily?: 'Or having
, '.,'. ,,>. .',: I ". . I , ~ '.. •

to consult certain members of the family ber~re making de~isionsT ..

~at is so correct in always. being pUz:1ctual, reliab+e, practical,
:. I J ~. ." • • " • •

j "'~.

efficient and taking care or the. i'umre21 'Why. not blow your family. to steak. . '

and wine when you make' a little money?
... ~:

, What is so wrong with the about stereotypes i~, that ,they lack con-
I f \ .. ~ } j

. .. ~ '- .. . ."

.tormitjr to n?-ddle c~ss norms., Will~a~' is cor~ect·in, suggesting that ~n~

of the, value orientations in this society. is contormity. Those pr~:fessionals,

I

j
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who work with people do like to have them' behave like everyone else'. 'In a

pluralistic society,'I fm' not. convinced that this is necessarily, right.

Let us look at the problem inanoth'er way- ",S~atistically;.it is. easy
.. , ...

to state that this. population shows 'fewer successes:;thanany other' group on '
.. . '.', . .

any"index of achievement. The inference drawn from these statistics leads

.many to suggest that these people are unambitious" they don I t care to' get
., I.

ahead, they are lazy, shiftless, ,etc. I am convinced, however, that ~hese

inferences are wrong.
, ,

If these people '.were not, ambitious, they wouldn't be in your midst.,

Nor would you find them in Oregon, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota

or Kansas. ,If they didn1t care about their family'- they'wouldn't put their
• '.'., , .' • ~ , " ' f

children, by the thousand~, ·in the element~,sch'ools~', ' Fe~ 'comPlete school,

but perhaps the blame 'should not be placed on' the children. "A family that. , ....

undertakes a jaunt from southem Texas" to northern Michigan:'in l~ss than. . . . .. - . ,

first' class'accommod~tionsto; labor long hours under the worst of conditions,
v.-~ t1A ~{Nd ~:J.v(X- '. .': .'.' ,""" ' ' , , .. ,

, I\.. is not. laZY. and shiftless. They are as 'ambitious as you and ,r, ·and far more
, . . \ '

~ .', ~. ,

courageous. Those people who leave: their place of birth'and seek out a
. .' .'

livelihood on the',~ringes ot" society .in whateve~'p~rt ~r.·thiS. country cer­

tainly are hoping for. some kind of success" if not for themselves, for their,
" I

children.

To some ,extent they are different socially 'and culturally from the dom­

inant society, but they 'do ha~. certain hopes and"aspirations. which at:ecom­

mon to us all. What the rnaj~rity lack,: almost c~tegoricBJ.ly,:is equality of

opportunity., 'People and .agencies of training and good'will must provici~ this
• '.' l

equallty of opportunity '\olith dignity.. Old clothes and powdered milk, are not

enough~

An ~gency in the 'community, with. well trained personnel established in,
, '

such a 'Way as to provide effective leadership and ,liason to ·the other structures

~
------_---:..._~----"-_---:.....:..-_---------

J

d
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" in' the"community BU,ch as schools, police; welfare, CC?urts, health, religious,

lacor, 'and government might,be.one of the·most effective ways of providing
I • -.. •

equal opportunities ~" The 'programs of such an agency must be imaginative and

should differ from ~ne c,ommunity to another as the circumstances differ.

President Johnson s,aid .recently, rtI wish to sea an America.: in :which no

young person, whatever the ~ircumstancesJ sha,ll reach the age of twenty-one

,without the health,' ~ducationJ and skills that will give him an 'opportunity

, *to be an effective citizen and ,a selr-supporting'individual lt •

We have a long task, ahead or us.

Moynihan; D. ,P., t1Draft'Rejectees:: Nipping Trouble in the ~dl',

, I
I

\

I
I

'.....

'*As quoted in The Reporter; Vol. 3~,.No. 4, Febru~ ~3, 1964, p.' 24.

~ ,. " • 11 ." ..



.'

.... ,
,I
i

,--.'

"" .
','

, . '

. ,"

THE SPANISH-SPEAKINQ"PEOPLE "IN' AMERICAN SOCIETI
..

'\, . People .from distinct nations and:, cultures trom moot of the .world ,COIIl-

", prlses what ~e cell' A~r~~an;·Socie~;'.' :,~~, other nation 'in" ~dern:' b1~to~ ,has
\\ . . . '. ~ ~ .. ":., ' " ., . . . . . . :

\ been confronted with a task or such magnitude' as ·that ot brinpng together
, ~ " \. .' " f ' \ • ' " " .'

'~'~uch d1:verse.:,people,: under one go~rnmental and societal. system.
I,. '\ 1 '.' • •

r,\,,;, The, ~k,has, not· been.an·e~:one,:no~ is it completed~ Throughout its
\' '. . . , ,

history A.mericsn soc1~ty has been influenced predominantly by the cultures or
~~ ":', . 1 '.' • • " .' .' •

northam, Europe and to a somewhat lesser extent.by' the cultures ot central and
\- 1 'i

l
\ ' I' , " . •. •

southern Euro'pe, although it was· Spain that was one ortbe early 'explorers and
. . \ . .,' .
coloD1zersof the western. hemisphere.

\ American soc1ety bas bad a .history: of large numbers or 1mmierants coming. '

1 . •

to ·its 'shores ~ 01ther in pursuit. of !reedom or oneldnd or.another, or oscap-. ' . ,

" ,

1ng injustices.. or hoping for.':l better ilie. The usual pattern has been that

those :1mrJdgrants, have come to the 'Uni~d States and',over a perioci or some threo

generations.. they· have; usualJy become fairly well integrated into the ooc1ety.. ' . .
""".. "

One of the major factors for this relat1,veq rapid ass1m1laUon is that for. '.. '. ....).' ~

the niost part the :1~grantB ~~ ne~r bad a large .re8e~o1r of. people who
, ,... ,," f , • ,

have bad easy access to this' country and who have constantly replaced those .. ~ ( .
\ ..

who have :become ass1m1lated.
, '

. , . . The case· of the Spanish-epealdng b8.s been different from that ot 'other

'European immigrants in that .they were· conquered by Americans as were the
-, ' ". . "

, ,

Indians and ,they have always had, at ,their b,ack door, in the. Southwest,' a larse
~~~ , .,.. . \ .... ,.. ,

reservoir ,o£;..cultural1y ..similar people, 'Who...~on,t:1nue ~C? en~err this country
" , . .. '.'. .•. ,

, . ,
mach 11~ the Puerto, Rican immigrations or today'~

one ,or. tbe 'most d.1..f.ricult problems which bas faced this 'nation is that. . '.

at GCcOmmodating'all'tbOee'Poople' of,ditferentcultures into a'u~tednaUon.
, ,." . ,

The problem for' the nation has <, actually' been ~ne or accepting bits and parts'
.... . .

'/
'J,

II

[I

," .. . . ~..



I'
I
I,

~' '.

" ,"

. - 2 -
'. '

otthe cultUres o£ the, various giooups represented and molding ,them :and making ,
, l ' •

them £1t in~ what we ~ ,a811 ~rican culture ~ The 'second problem has:been

one :01:' ,u~der8tan'ding cultural d1£ferenCes.

Cultural 'differences are e'a~ to observe and recognize. It is also' eu)"
" I

to appreciate other cu1tures~ but it is more d1f'f1cult, to realJy' understand
, .

other cult.ures •. "'!'b'is difficUlty ~f' uDderstaIdingother cultures, stems from
'.- \, ". "

the tact that ~st people are prone, to look at another culture '!rom their ovn
, ' ,

, .
"cultural'orientation, and obv1O\1s~ it 1smost d1£ficult to underetand one

culture from the: viewpoint or another culture.

The culture of' an individual is learned - i1l is not sonething that he

is born with. A culture is transm1tted from goneration to generation from

Parents to o.t'.rspring~ with whatever changes occur in the intervoning time.'

The, culture ot an ind1viduallargely' dete'~eshis.bebav1()r~' tbD.t is, to say',
, .

. , all human behavior beyond that whicb is purely' ref'lexive, bas a cultural com-
: . '. . , '.. .

pon~nt~' We ,can also say. that .culture is pers1:ltent in t1mo and: that culture

changes, bU~ at, thesamo time is·highly resistent. to. change. Culture, of'
. ,

course, exists ,only' in tho minds or people and the cultural traits ot an in-,

div1dual are not a random collection, but form rather a more or less interre­

lated and ,consistent whole although there may be inco~i8tencies and even con-
, .

:trad1ctory elements within this interrelated whole.
..

Protessor WUJ1ams .in his book American Society has listed what he' calls

the major ~u~ orientations in Americsn culture. It might be or'1nte~st to

give these to you here and perhaps we can contrast these with those of, the
, .

Spanish-spea1c1ng. Our value orientations accordiDg to Williams· are' concerned
. '. " . ,'. , : .

with'l) achievement and ,success] 2) activity, al?d work] 3>' moral 'orientation;

4) bumanitarlan mores; 5) 'efficiency andpra:cticaliv; '6) progress; '7) ma~i-1al

comfort;· 8) equalitYf '9)b.eeciomj' 10) 'e~r~ ~~nt'OI."mitYJ 11)science: and
, . . ,'" '

',' .' ,,:" 'r;,.
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;' secular' rationality; '12) nat1o~sm,:i~clud1ngpatr1ot1sm;,,~'i3) democracY,; ,

", ].h)' 1nd1v1dual perS~al1ty and;1~~ty~' 'and 15) ~aCi8m ~nd related g~ps
• I' • ~ • ~,..' '" I

I '.

,t stiper1o~ty themes...' .' ,,: : , , "
" '

• \. \ i

, , ,If' Williams'is correct'in bis 'o~servation, You:ma:r well agree the u'n-

'accU1turat~d, low economic ' StatU8 '~Pa:ni8h~s~eaJd.rigpersonswith low eduea-
" • • . ' .,. .... .io

tion8.l.'~h1evement &Dd a-rUral background proba.bly do, not 8~ these Value
~ • I. • Ii. • ," I I I

\ ~~e~tat1ons. ~e SPan1sb-spealdnrt ~ople Are mor~ likely to be: 'oriented to

:~aditiori rather' than to the future. 'They~ more likely to live ~ the'
, , '

present and. ~or'tbe present. ,Progress to them 'is not l1keJy to'mean what,it

does': to us" and' it, 'Will probably not be co'nsidered as "impOrtant.- There~ is a

strong element 'or fatDlism among this population. This fatalism 'is reJAted
, .

to their '1%1ab1lity to do aDytbing about· their dq to 6cis:y life' and it is I 1'8- ,
• l

liI:ted also to, strong attitu~s ~ -dependency 'Which -have developed ,in the cul-

':ture over a. porl.od 'of' m8.tr;y ~~~ Individual Qcb1evement and sUccess 1~ riot I 'I
likely to~be important because their culture, baa never str88sed:,.this. One is,

. 'f . •

'rewarded, by,what' one is more than by what one dolta. A~t1vJ.ty for='the s. ot. ,"

'b8~g"act1ve 'and 'work tor the· 'sAke ot'wo~k never':carr1ed much 1mportan~~ Nor
• , ~ ., ; ,I

was there :8ver much interest in' cultUre .change•. To be realisti0, one could
.' . . ,

~ i ~" I. I : ~ 'r. I • 4 • '.

'do"'1ittle to bring abent·"change nor·was chango necessarily'desirable. " .
• : "', .. 10'''· • • Io~ .. Ii ., • ~ ,. ."

, ',- PerSonalism WBS always emphasized and it 'is ,& value oriontation which
, " .

is ?:elated to 'dependency_ The eMphasis, is on being 'rather than on doing." The
, ,

important re~tionsh1ps-are those' tbat ,are personal rather than impersonal.
.. • I,

The relationship of an 'individual to government, law, court or aeenciee is

likeJ3' to make more sellse and be' cons1dered stronger 'it personal rather tha1;1

abstract ent1ties are involved. '

:These :Value'~"or1entat1on8 ;do not exhwct the subject 'and ,are given Oril:;y":,

'to' indicate -theco~tr~t·~tween-'tb8, t~o, cuJ.~~S.· , ' - .
"" .~ • ~ , J I

I I I

, ,
j' ••

"
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U' these contrasts.,are:1n ~ wq,comct, it: is no surprise·thnt·the

'S~'anilSti-lSpe~B,peopieha~ ·bee~."higb~'::esistant ~o ·change and that /merl.-
: .: : ." '. . : . . . ':" " ~ .

,can cUlture-trom<:thoir·point ~f view-has.boen le~8·tban appeal1.ng because.it
. ' . . . ." ,

emphasizes the wrong things. , . . . .. " . ,. '... . .'. .' \ ~

, ,:' Assuming .tbat these' eulturlil dU'terences are very·reai and ,that they' do

'~~sent ,O~S~~lO~' to ~~.asS1milati.o,~,~:.one,'~edsto.·l~O~ at an~tbor, parl.~f
. " ', .. : '. _.;.'. .'.' .

'the picture t namely the social :class part, which"tends to compound· the prob- .
,,' '.'." .

" .
10m ·of assim1latlon tor tho· Spanish-speald.ng. "P~orpaople have' man;r chm-ac-

• • I ' • • \ ~.. • '. •

teristics, ~d 'pr~blelll8 in" c?mmon. ..This. observation~ led.· oscar'. Lewis to ,

develop. the concept. -0£' the. culture of povertY'~ , ~'of', the obsel"'V'a.tions,which

'arc,- ~de, ot·.Spanisb~s~.akir1e.~· also b,e .true' ot, Negroes',' soutl:U3~',l'lhi~O~ and
. .
Pennsylvania coallDiners. St?zoot1moe we confuse cultural cbarnctEtr:1JJtics:'vith

, ..' ", ( t

. soclal olea characteristics.
. .

..What I am tlying to ss:! is, t~2J -that if· the Spanish-speaking ,'were of

n" higher, status ,generally, ,the matter or cUltural.,Q1tfe~.n~~ ,important as,

..it is, ~ould:~ot be sucli a, great obstacle for their eventual ass1m1JJp.tion into

~rican.~ocietY•.. But since the ,majority or the Spanish-:spe8Jd..ng,are of a,. :

very '.low 8~c.io~conom1c status" low, educational achievement;: and I have lew .
. .., ~., \. " ,

, , .
status occupations,' they. are then doub1y band1cappedin, ,their· attempts a.t

•• " " j ,,' I ' .

'" ) "; t
' ...

• ~ • ~. I • ,

assimilation•.,'
, ,\ ~ l,

'-'"
".1> , .'

" ',The Span1sh-spe~1d.ng have been 111 this .country for a ~at number or
, . .,..

,Y~ars. Yet· I think it 'is. probablY, sate to say that this large" ethnic 'group'
" ,- ' . '. " ,

" " \ .
is onetba~'basasslm1latedthe·lout in A1I8r1can,soc1ety.,. ,;

,Tbe .Spanish-speaking .people in the United, States conntitute a very"
, ,. , .

large __ .hete%,"Ogeneous, group ..numbering about s1%. million. Some throe· and :80.
" . . " .

" I

halt m1ll.1on.are concent~ted.intbe .five 'Southwestern states. "'Of' tb~8e who'
, ",; ••.! . "." '. . • ',' , •.'.'..:.

reside in the SOuthWest,~some 82% are ,located, in·.the state~ or CalUornia and ,. ,.. , ,

. ' :. . " . '." .~ . ,

Texa.s~. , .This population'ln 1940 was predom1.ilantJ30, a rural'"population" ~ In 19050 -
. ; ~. . "", '. .": . ~ ... . ,

so~ 66%. were CO~IS1de~d to'liVe 1n'"urban· areas;:. and. in 1960, 8~ were 'ciaesl':"

, I



, . t:! : t

.~;;J"

'. ," 'I •

...tied 8S urban. .' It', '1s:.~a.p~uiatlon,: tb~t .' is ·,Sr.adng·' rapidly ,du~, to high 'f~l-:til-
• , - ,,' • '. '... • . : -', I'" ' 't, ".

it,. "~tes, b1gber'.than,.the,tot8J. white' population and' the non-white population',
t • ."\" .-' ..: ('" j • '. • • f"

in the, 'respective, states'.,': :A.:second tactor -tor 'the poP~lat1o~ increase, is tbe
" '! ':', ' '. , " :.' .". ::' • :', " . :.' • '" , ,1 " •

..laree::.m.grations· yearly.:·£;rom: r·rexico.... California itself' in the· ton:.:.v~ar period

~tweeri':l~S~ and.:1960.1it~ro~ed~ome 88':.'Witb '~~r sat o~ ,tbe poPulation under
. "'.' . , ,". . ..

.. t • r

twenty·years of· age, this 1n~c8tes.bisb:rates' of dePt!ndenei,"'h1gb proportionS

or the population 'in ,infancy ,and child-youth status,. and 'Q higb demand' for :.
: • . '1

,comm.mit7 :rOBources such' as schoole" health, facilities, recreation, .sanitation,

etc. ' .'" , , ," . I .' I ~.' :

" I' The housing situat1on'.,£or ,tbis group, according to-the ,1960·censUs, is,·

1nt~rior both irl' quanti,ty and quSJ.1~y ~·relat1on. to the ,Anglo arid tho non­

~h1te population, and their housing .shows extensive deter1orat1cn~'overcrowd-
, . ,

ing, lack or bath. and toilet !'aci11t1esj. they pay proport1ona.te~more rent

~or their accommodationS and get less ,'for what they P87•. ' ·As· was' indicated" '
I • 1 •

earller,':1'ertil1ty :l.s')rl.gh as is the incidcnce'or'lIlObidity'and infantmortali1.y
) .

and, as can be expected, the incidences or broken families rrcm·eitbor'divorce,

'separation. or widowhood... ,Their' educational acbiewment is ,notably' lower than
, .
,for, Anglos" or non-whites ·in .al1 ,fivo: or -the states land in some..states an ·.higb
•• ... I' ,,' .. • I ."

j ~. S2~ or the 'Spanish-speaking' have four years· or loss or·, scbooling, whicb .
. ~ '.-'. . ..'

'. I' ••

would,.place them~~ the catego~ or tuno~1onal~ illiterate.··· Their 'unemploy-

ment ratos ,are 'con.s1de~ab1y·h1gber and their income is comp~ative]y loWer

than £or the :d~m1naiit,population. A large,prl?p6rtion ot this group 18. repre-
. . , .

se~~d in ~h? migrntory labor streams· which mans a situation 'Which, involves
. . . .

an. 1nequal1~7' or oppo~un1ty 'for educat.1on and... employnent and practically'
''''\

everything else." It involves .~so,much child-labor"and its- conisequenco~.
f l \ ~ •

Be~1des the serious di~a~antaee·s.under which '~bey 11~', ::there \are' other l

'. " ~ t •

probloDU!J ,which con1'~nt"tbis' group':~d which are equally imPortant~'~ .Even',living

I !
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''';6';': ..

,in 'a' pluralistic society,. tbe ,need "to' read, ,wrl:te, and" apeak English is of,

. ;aramo~t importnne~~', In orci~r:to £un~ti'on'well ~n': ~hiss~cie,ty,'knOWle~"
. ' . '." . .

'or the, domi~ ',laneuace' "is ~rative. ' Secondly, since 'this populll~on,'is;
. ~ , . '.

, generallY,SPCakinB; ',one p~ low ~~ci~~conomic 'status': and one which seemLn81T
. " .' .'" '. "

. ,. ' presents a foreign culture ,in the midst ,of American ,society, the ,commnication
, . "'. . . .

aYstorn',bet~en ,the subord1nato group and- the dominant h~ yet ,to ~ developed.
. . . , . '.

, '

,nor ha.a',the~ developed, ettective leadership which can deal with, problems. ot
," .. . .,

,the:, two"cultures ,and which cm help'the subordinate' group become a more ,. ., " . , . . .
, effective force in, and partake, or the fruits or the' American 8ociety. '

. . . .' '.

The .'agencies .which work 'With this population usuaU7"approach',~hem'with

,4,middle clas8 b1ao. This again mans a ,lack of understanding or cultural
, .

,differences' on their part., Schoolteachers,. social ,workers, physicitins, com~
, '

munity ,organi~ors, ,public ,health nurses~ etc., are:more likely"to approach

these clients 'more from the standpoint of maldnB', them oyer into, their, ,own
, '

image-rather, th8.n, from ',the', standpoint ,or understmld1ng t~m~:' .,;~..~;,h>;~'::·".':

,Actua1ly',.what,io 00. wrong about not being clean1,'About not ,being on ': ;':, ,:-.~,," ' ,
, ", I'.• • •

tiIm?· About ',missing appointments?, 'W"M t is wrong with not knowing English or'
•• ' ". .. •. I '

. .' . '

speaking English, with' an, accent? Or haying a large f'amiJ,y? Or" having to
: • ' I • •

',consult certain mmbers of the rain11y, before maldng decisiona? ,,::
, • I • '. '.

:', ",~t'1s ,80 correct. in always being',punctual, reliable, practical,
.~'. ' . . ... - , . . ..

, "

efficient and,taldng care or the .£'uture?, ,Why not'blow your. family 'to 'steak
!. . . . '{. .

and ,wine', when you' ~ake ,a 1ittle money? .. , '. '

r' • '

, "

, .
;,'hat is 80 wrong with the about ,etereotypesis, that, ~bey lack con-.

" '

formity,to middle. clasa norros.WUl~ams is correct ,in euegesting ;that ,one of'

the value ,oriontations in thi8 society is conformity. Those professionale
~ "...,' ,.

who work With people'; dO like' to'have'tbem ,beh8.w'like eWr.1one, elBe. , In a
I " . . . .'.' . ". \ .

,pluralistic ,society, '1 tni ',not convinced that ,this is ne,cessaz:i1Y.rl;gbt.

, ,

I '
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'.' .Let ~s loo~ a~ t~ ·prob1Eim:in.~other~q~·,Stat1stiCalJ:y,11d.seasi '.
• " " • '. " :, I : • • ; ~\'.' • ~ ,'~ ,:: I k '. .:.' '. " ,I, ,,' '," '..'

to state that this .,population shows rewer successes tb~n arr:I. other, group on
I ,. .. , • " ;,', I .' I" 'tl .4. j' 4 I, . . r '.' • • I

J •• I' I • i

any'index or achievement., The inf'erence,:drawn trom these statistics"leads . ,

~·.t~: ~~~t tb8.t~ t~~e: p~~Ple .~. 'Unamb1~oti~~'; ~~ey '~on·I.t. CaN to' get,'
I ~ It • '/ I 4... •

ahead, '1i~: are iaZY~" sb1ttless~ e~c. 'I am c~nv1ncedJ :howoyer, that these

:Inferences are wrong.
l I. j"" j • •

If .these' people' ~e~ not ambiti~~,~~the'Y, wouldn't be in yOur' midst. '
4 .. "'; " I "

. " . • ,I' '. • . .

Nor would 'you find them' ,in 'Oregon, Illinois, Indiana, Michigan, ~I1nne8ota
,::, \' " J ." • ,.' • , • ", '

or,. Kansas. It they'd1dn!t care about their family, they wouldn't, put their.',
• :' '. '" ' • ." . .' , , • •".',r" ' , " '" ~.. " , ~ ~: .- , " :' ,

children" by the 'thousands, in tho elementary schools. Few' comp~~.te school,
.. I ~ \.. • • •• ~ • ~ • ....' • • I .....' "'.. l .4" .. \,"1'

but perhaps the blame should not be placed. on the ch:tldren~' A 'f~ 'that
• ' " • • , " • ' " . : . ' ~ . . .' I, .' ~ " Ii,;, , . i

undertakes a jaUnt from. southorn Texas to· northern. Michigan in less 'than
• f I ~ '.. .' I' ...

first class accommodations to .labor long.hours under the worst ot c'ond1t1onsJ
.. " I.. • .~ ~. ,

t.. .. " 1 # .. " I

is not lazy and shiftless.. They"' a~ as ambitious as· you' and I, and tar more
• I t ~.

courageous•. Those :peopl~ 'wl;lo l~ave tbeir place of b1r:th' ~d seek. ~ut. a l1Vo~
'.. (I • ... I •

I .. "t • ".

libo~d on the ..1'ringes of society in whatever part or this co.unt17 certainly' .~

are h~ing .f'o~. some kind: Of·.~~ce~rJ, it' not fO~' th8lD8el~S» for 'their children.
i I ~ '. • .. /

. ''1'0 some extent they~ d1r.t~rent'socially. and CUlt~~· from the dom-
inant society, but they d,? have certain hopes and 8s~irat~o~s.Which ~ common

, ,

'to 'us all.' What the majority lack, almost categor:lcalJy, is equality' of ·
~ I • " .. I

opportunity• .' PeoPle .and, agencies or training and ROod VuJ. must prov1de'.tb1B
" \" I '.' . .

equa11ty ot oppo~unitywith dignity- Old clothes and-powdered milk are not
~ " t' ~ ~ ; 1 I

enougb.

An agency in 'the' community, with well trained pe~onnel',establi8bedin
, • • • • I .. ~ •

I 1 i, I ~. I • I. t: I , '

such-.s.w8"//. as'to,-provide er£ectiw leadersbip.and,l1ason.to the other structures
• I ~ • • " I,.. i • • J 1 :•• '" •• I 1

in the:'~ommun1t,.sU~b-~,scho~ls... pol1ce~ weUar8~~-co~s~ 1ie~thJ ~~e1ou~,
.~ ". ',. ~". ll'o' • • I • ,. .. J I, : •

labor, 'and govemme~t might be C?ne of,the 11Jost ettect1ye wq8,or providing

"."tA' .. dU'- ... .......-

I I

.
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i~ the community such as: 8~hools'J .policeJ woir~J courts,,, health, :religiou8J
.., '. : , '.., ". , '. • fill> • .. IA " ~ ". \ .... • : .. ~ t .. '" '" • • ~ ... ..

labor, 'andi,'government':misbtr,be one or the.'most .effective 'ways· ot'.pro'v:iding ..
~ I , • ':' ~ , " '. Ii" I . " ~ . . .,.. , I ,. • ., '.' " " • " ' •

oqu~ oppo~~un1t1es. Tho programs of' such.,an agency must be' imae:tnative and.

Sh~ld 'cli~fcr fro~ ona,o~nummi~ to:~~~h~~ ~ the' circumstances differ.' ':' "
• ' ~ • • l " ' • ,,' ••• '."..

, ,,',,: ;-_ " t I' . ~ \ ,J ,I) • "

PreB1den1.i Johnson'said recently, "I wish to' sao an America. in which no
I '" ., t I .. I, ". It'

young p~rso'~J w~t~Ver~'the"cir~mstancea, .ohall re~ch tho', a;gc<or.· twenty-one '.
,..: '" ' ''..'. "" .
~' '...

without ·the heal~hJ education, and.,skills that will give him an opportunity
, , '; , ":' ' ,',:"'. ..' ....

to be an effective' c~~zen.,and -a self'-supporting individual". , '.
I '41' i I.1 ,

We!have a lone task. ahead or, us.
I" ,
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Moyniha.n;" D. ;,P. ~ . "Draft Rejectees:' Nipping Troublo in the Bud"J" ,
'.. j ~ ; ... '1" ,,\ '. J .#'. • ," i ..
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* '; . : "J '; • .. • •• , -: • '. .' ..' .:.:f'· . . '.. '
~1i.s quote~' in The Reportor, yo1•. 30" No•. 4, February 13, 196b~ ',p. 2.~•. '
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