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... THE SPANISH-SPEAKING PECPLE IN AMERTCAN SOCIETY

Pecple from distinbt nations and cﬁltures from most of the world com-
prise what we call American Society. No other. ‘rié.ti.on in modern history has

been confronted with a task of such hag;xitude as.that of bringing together

"such diverse people under one governmgntal and socletal: sysﬁe;n.

' The task has not been an easy one,. nor is it cbmpletéf." Throughout
its history American society pas been in;fluencéd predomiri_a;‘:itly by tﬁe cultures

- of northern Europe and to a somewhat lesser extent by “the cultures of central
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and southern Europe, although it was Spain-that was.one of the early explorers

and colonizers of the western hemisphere.

American society has had a history of large numbers :o'i‘ immigrants coming -

to its shores , either in pursuit of freedom of - one kind or another, or escap-
ing‘injustiées > or hop_ing -for a better life. The usual pattern has been that
these immigrants have come/”to the Unlted States and over a period of some
‘three generations they have usually become fairly well integrated into the.
society. One of ihe @qu factors for this felativeiy‘rapid assimilation is
that for the most part'the imnﬁ.grants have never had a large reservolr of
people who havé had easy access to this country and who have constantly re-
placed those who have become assimilated.

| The case of the Spanish-speald.ng has been differen‘b from that of other
European imm:.grants in that they were conquered by Amera.cans as were. the
Indians and they have always had at their back door, in the Southwest, a .
large reservoir of culturally similar people who contim:fa to enter this
country much like the Puerto-Rican immigrations of todayll; |

One of the most difficult problems wh:!.ch has i'aced this nat:.on is that

,of accommodating all 'bhese people -of dii‘ferent cultures into a united nat:.on.

The problem‘for the nation has ;actually been one of accepting bits and parts
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~of the cultures of the varidue grouﬁs represented’and mclding them and mak-
. ing. them fit into what. we may call American culture. The second problem has

been one of understandlng cultural differences.

Cultural differences are easy to observe and recognlze. It is also easy

to appreciate other cultures, but it is more difficult to really understand -
other cultures. Thie difficulty of understanding other cultures stems frcm

-the fact that most people are prone to look at another- culture from their

own cultural orientatlon, and~obviously it is most difficult-to.understand :
one culture from the: viewPoinm of another culture. ,
The culture of an individual is 1earned it is not something that he

is born with. vA.culture‘is~transmitted fromAgeneration to generation from

parents. to offspring, with whaiever changesfoccur in the interveniﬁg time.

The culture of an individual largely determines his behavior,-that is to

say, all hcmee<behavic; beyépeﬁteet:qhicb-;s purely reflexive, has a cultural-
component. We can also say that culture is fefsistentvin time and that
culture changes; but at the same time is ﬁighly“resistenfito change.» Culture,
of ‘course, exists only in the minds of people and the cultural traits of an

‘individual are not a raﬂdom‘collection,.but form rather a more or less inter-

. related and consistent whole although there may be inconsistenciee‘and even

contradictory. elements within this interrelated whole.

Professor Williams in his book American Society has listed what he calls

the. major value orientations iniAmérican culture. . Tt might be of interest to
give these tofycu here‘cnd‘pephaps we can contrast these with those of the
Spanish—speaking. Our value ofieﬁtetioee eccor&iﬁg cc(ﬁilliems are concerned - '
with 1. achievement and success; 2. ;activity and work; 3.‘ moral ofientation;
L. humenitarian mores;. 5. erficienqy and practicality;, 6. ‘progress;
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7. material comfort; 8. éqpélity;ﬂ 9T freedom; 10. external conformity; f
11. science and secular rationality; 12. nationalism including patriotism;

13. democracy; 1lL. individual personality and integrity; -and 15. racism )

" and related groups superiority themes. .

If Willlams is cofréct‘in his observaticn; you may well agree the un-

acculturated, lcw economic _status Spanish-Speakzng persons with low educa-

'tlonal achievement and a rural background probably do not share these value

orientations. . The Spanish-speaking people are more likely to be oriented to
tradition rather than to the future. They are more likely to live in the -
presenx and for ‘the present. IProgfess to them is not likely to'mean whaﬁ it
does to us and it will probably not be considered as important. Thcre'is a '
strong element of fatalism among’this population. This fatalism is related

. to their inability o0 -do anything about their day to day life and it is re-

1amad also to strong attitudes of dependency which have: developed in the .

culture over a pericd of manv years. Individual achiavement and success is

. not likely to be important because their culture has never stressed this. One

As reﬁardcd“by what .one is more than Ey what one does. Activity for the sake

of‘belng active cnd uork for ﬁhe sake of work never carried mch lﬁportance.

Nor was.there ever mich interest in culture change.‘ To be realistic, one

could do 1ittle to bring about change, nor was change necessarily desirablc.

Personalism was always emphasized and it is. a value orientation whlch

-is related to dependency. The‘emphasis is on being rather than on doing.

Tpa important relationships are tﬁose'that are personal rather than impersonal.

."The relationship of an ihdividnal to gcvernment, law,  court or agencies is

likely to make more sense and be’considered_stronger-if personal rather than
abstract entities are involved.

These value orientations do not exhaust the subject and are given only

.to indicate the contrast between the two cultures..
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If these coptrésts'are;inhgnyfway correct, itois no surprise that tﬁe
Spanish- peakinévpeople havo been highly resistant to change and'that Ameri-
can culture from their point of view has been lesg than appealing because it
emphasizes the wrong things.;

Assuming that these cultural differences are very real and that they
do present obstacleo to full asoimilation, one needs. to~1ook at another parﬁ
of the picture, namely- -the 'social class part, which: tends to compound the
4problem of assimilationlgor the Spaniézi:;g:;;;;:({gosgjpeople have ngz;
characteristics and ppobleps in common. This observation has led Oscar
Lewis to develop the conoept'of the culture of po%erty.. Many of the obser-
vations which are made of Spanlsh-speaking may also be true of Nogroes,
Southern Whites and Pennsylvania coal miners. Somatime; we confuse cultural
characteristics with soc1a1 class: charaoteristics.

'What I am trying to aay is this = that .if the Spanish-speaking were of
a higher status generally, the matter of cultural dmfferences, important as
it is, would not be such a great obstacle for their eventual assimilation
into Americah society. But since the majority of the Spanish-Speaking are
of a very low Socio=economic: status, low educational achievement, ‘and have
_lowngtaxus occupations, they are-then doubly_handioapped in their attempts
at assimilation. N o - A

The Spanish-speaking have-been in this country for.a great number of “
years. Yet I think it is probably safe to say that this  large . gfhnic group
"13 one that has assimilated the least in American society. 5¢i°~*

' “The Spanish-speaking people in the United States constltute a very
large, heterogenecus group numbering dbcut six million. Some threo apd a
. half million are concentratad in’ the five Southwestern states. 0f those

~ who reside in the Southwest, some 82%‘are\locgted“in'the‘statos.of California

i
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and Texas. This population in ‘1540 was predominantly a rural population.

In 1950 some 66% were considered to live in urban -areas, and in 1960, 86%

were classified as urban. It is'a population that is growing rapidly due to
high fertility rates, higher than the total white population and the non-

white population in the rBSpective states. A second factor for the popula-

tion increase is.the large mdgraulonS'yearIy from Mexlico. California itself
in the ten year period‘between 1950 and 1960 increased some 88%.- With over

50% of" the population under twenty'years of "age, this indicates high rates of
dependency, high proportions of the populatlon in infancy and child—youth
status, and a high demand for conmunity resources: such .as schools, health
facilities, recreatlon, sanitatlon, ete.

-The housing situation for this group, according to the 1960 census,
is infermor both in quantity and quality in relation to’ the Anglo and the

non-white population,%end their”hpusing shows extensive deterioration, over-
crowding, lack of'uath«and toiletgfaciliudes;_Athey pay proportionately more
rent for their accommodaticns and: get less for what they pay. As was indi-
cated earlier, fertility is high Ls 4s the incidence of norbidity and infant
mortality and as can be expeoted, the incidences of broken families from
either dlvorce, separatlon or widawhood. Thezr educatmonal achievement is

notably lower than for Anglos or non—whites in all five of the states and in

some states as high as 52% of the,Spanish~speaking have four years or less of

;schoolmng, which would place them{in the category of functionally illiterate.

Themr unemployment rates are- considerably higher and their income is’ compara-
tively lower than for the dominant population. A large proportion of this

group is represented in the migratony labor streams which means a situation

‘ which: involves an inequality of opportunity for education and.employment and

practzcally everythmng else.‘ It inuolves_also much ohiid labor and its con-

: sequences.
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Besides the serious disadvantages under which they 1ive, there are .
other problems'which confront this group. and which are>equallyﬂinportant..
Even living in a pluralistic society, the need to read, write and speak

English is of paramount importance. In order to function well in this society,

Gt Giy one s W-{WM
knowledge of the dominant language is imperativex Secondly, since this

population is generally speaking of .one of low socio-economic status .and one
which seemingly presents- a foreign culture in the midst of American society,

the comnunicaiion system between the subordinate group and the dominant has

‘yet to be developed, nor has there'developed effective 1eadership which can

deal with problems“of'the~two cultures and which'can'help the subordinate
group become a more- effective force in and partake .of the fruits of the

American sociew./m MM +€W M’}‘ MM Mc/?’ﬁm
The agencies which work with this population usually approach.them with

a middle class bias. This again means a lack of understanding of culturalf

‘differences on-their-part.’-SChool teachers, social workers,‘physicians,

commnity organizers, public nealth nurses, etc.,~are more likely to. approach

“these clients more £rom the standpoint of making them over-into their own

image rather than from the standpoinb of understanding them.
Actually, what is- s0 wrcng about not being clean? About not being on
time? About miss:ngrappointments’ ‘What is wrong with not knowing English .

or’ speaking English with an accent° Or having a large family? Or having

to consult certain members of the family beforo making decisionsT

What is so correct in always being punctual, reliable, practical,
efficient and taking care of the futare? Why,not oiow your family. to steak
and wine when you make a 11tt1e money? ' | | .

B ‘a | h . .
What is so wrong with the about stereotypes is that they lack con-

' fcrmity to middle class norms. Williams is correct in suggesting that one ‘

of the value orientations in this society is conformity. Those professionals.
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~ who work with people do like to have them behave like ‘everyone else. ‘In a_

pluralistic society, I'm not convinced that this is necessarily right.
Iet us look at the problem in another way. Statistically, it is. easy'

to state that this population shows fewer successes)than any other group on '’

| any. index of achievement._ The inference drawn from these statistics leads

‘many to suggest that these people are unambitious,- they don't care to get

ahead, they are lazy,Ashiftless,.etc. I am convinced, however,‘that these
inferences are wrong. | il “

If these people were not ambitious, they wouldn't be in your midst.
Nor would you find them in Oragon, Illinoie, Indiana, Michigan, Minnesota .
or Kansas. . If they didn'‘t care about their family,‘they'nouldn't put their ‘

'children, by the thousands, in the elementary schools. Few'complete school,

but perhaps the blame should not be placed on the children. -A family that
undertakee a jaunt from southern Texas tc northern Michigan in less than

first class accommodations to. labor long hours under the worst of conditione,

4 is not. lazy and shiftless. They are as ambitious as you and I, and far more

" courageous. Those" people who leave. ~their place of birth- and seek out a

livelihood on the fringes of society An whatever part of this country cer- .
tainly are hoping for.some kind of success, if not for themselves, for their
children. | - ' |

To some extent they are different socxally'and culturally from the dom-
inant society, but they do have certain hopes and aSpirations which are com-~

mon to us all. What the majority lack, almost categorically, s equality of

- opportunity.. People and agencies of training and good will mst provide this

equality of opportunity with dignity. 01d‘clothes‘and powdered milk are not
enough. _ . ' |
An agency in the community, with well trained personnel established in

such a way as to provide effective leadership and .liason to the other structures




" to be an effective citizen and a self-supporting individualr,™

-~

s quoted in The Reporter, Vol. 30, No. L, February 13, 196k, p. 2L.

8-

;in-théucommunity Such as schbols, police, welfare, courts, health, religlous,

labor, ‘and governmenﬁ might,be4one of the most effective ways of providing

equal opportﬁnities;" The‘programs of such an agency must be imaginative and

should differ from‘pne qommunity to another és the circumstances differ.
President‘JoHnson said recently, "I wish to séé an America in ﬁhich no

young person, whatever the qircﬁmstancés, shgil reach the age of twenty=-one

without the health,'qducatioﬂ, and skills that will give him an‘Opportuniﬁy

We have a long ta;k,ahead of us.

Moynihan, D. P., "Draft'Rejecﬁees:' Nipéing Trouble in the Bud",




T : THE spmsﬁ-srmnmmbm ; Infhm}zxcm SOCIETY

PGOple from distinct nations and cultums fronm mnst oi‘ the world com-
prisea uhat we call Amrican Sociaty. No other mtion 1:: modern history has
\ been confront.ed wi‘t.h a task cl‘ auch magnﬂ.tude as that of bringing together ,

. “such diverse peOple under one govermnental and aoc:letal system. }

\\\ ; - The taalc ‘has not been.an- eaay one, nor is it completed. Throughout its
his’cory Amar:!.can soclety has been influenced predominantly by the cultures of
northom Eumpe and to a somewha‘b lesser extent by the cultures of central and
southe:m Europe 3 although it was Spain that was one of the early’ explomrs and
colouizera\of the western, hemisphore. ’

American society has had a. hist.ory of large mmbers of immiprants coming
to -its»ahorea, aither in pursui.twqf fresdom of one kind or_v.anot.her, or escap=-
ing injustices, or hoping for 8 hetﬁer 1ife. The usual pattern has been that
those imnﬁ.grants have come to the Unitad Sta.tee and over & period of some three
generations thay have usually become fairly 'uall integrated into the society.
One of the major i‘actors for this relatively rapid aasimilt;tion is that for
the most part the :meigrants have never had a large resarvoir of peOpla who

*  have had easy access to this country and who hava constantly replaced those

who have ‘becoms assimilated.

- The case of the Spaniah-speaking bas baen diffarent from that of other
’European :meigranta in that they were conquered by Americans as were the |
Ind:!.ans and they have always had at their bac!c door, in the Southwest, a large
reservoir of culturally similar people who contime to enterr this country
much Jika the Puerto Rican imn:lgrationa of today.

One of the most difi’icult pmblems which has faced this nation is that
of accom‘modating(all jt.hc_aee poqple of different cultures into a ‘united nation.
The problem for’ the naﬁic;n has_actually been one of accepting bits and parts:

g e



ct.‘ the cultures of the various groups rcpmaentod and molding them:and making
thcm £1t into what we. may call Amerioc.n culture. The aecond problem has ‘been
one of ,understancing cultural difi‘ercnccs. |

| cultural"difi’cronoec are cccy to observe and cecognice. It is also easy
to appreciate othcr cultures, ‘cut it 18 more dii‘ficult to really understand
cther cultures. This dii‘i‘iculty or understanding othor culturea ctcms frcm
t‘nc fcct that most peoplc are prona to look at another culture i‘rom thcir own.
“eultural orientation, and obviously it 15 most difficult to underctand one
culture from the view;:oint of ancther cultura

~ The culture of an\individual is learned - it is not ccmthiné that he

15 born with. A culture is transmitted from gcneraticn to generation from
parents to ci‘fapring, uith whatever changes occur in the intervening tima.
The culture of an individual largely determines his behavior, th.ut is to 8ay,
Al human behavicr beycnd that which is purcly rcflc:d.vo » has a cultural com=-
ponent. We can also say that: culture is peraistent in timo and that culture |
changes, but at tha’aam timc is highly resictcnt to chcnge. Culture, cr
course, exists only in the minds of poople and the culturcl traits of an in-
’dividual are not a random collection, 'but form rather a more or less interre=-
lated and. ccncistant whole although there may be inconsistencies and even con=
'trad:!.ctory elements within this interrelated whole. | |

Professor Williams - in his book Arrerican Society has liatcd what he calls

the majcr value orientations in American culture. It might be ci’ interest to

glve these to you here and perhaps we can contrast these with thosc ci' the
Spanish—spea!d.ng. Our value orientations according to Williams. are concernod
with 1) achievcment end success; 2) activity and work; 3) -moral cricnt.ation;

L) humauitarian morcs 3 5) cfficiency and practicality, 6) progress; 7 matcrial
oomfort; 8) equality, 9) i‘recdcm; 10) cxternal ccnformity; 11) scicnoe-and
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f'aecular’rationhlify, 12) nationa.]ism including patriot.ism, 13) democracy; |
- 11:) individual personality and 1ntegr:!.ty, and 15) raciam and related groups
i auperiority themes. . N ‘

Ir Wi.lliams 19 correct in h:!.s obsarvation, you ‘may well agree 'ohe un=-
‘aoculturated, low economic statna Spaniah—apea.king paraons with low educa-
ti.onal achiavement and a ‘rural background probably do not share these value

‘ orientations. The Spanish-s.vpeaking people are more nkely to be oriented to '
o tradition rathar than to the fumrs. They are more likely to 1'.'we in the
present and. for’ t.ha present. Progrese to them is not likely to mean what it
does to us and it will proba’bly not be considered as important. There 15 a
strong alement of fatalism among this population. This fatalism is related
to their mabi]ity to do azvtbing about their dqy to day lii‘e and it iB re=- .
lated also to‘ strong attitudes of dependency which have developed An the cul-
“ture over a poﬂod';:f many yegré:' Individual achievement and success is not
likely to:be irmportaht becaﬁsé their cult_.ure- has never stressed ;thia. One i:;
‘rewarded by_-w‘fgat;' one 48 more than by what one does. Activity for the sake of
'béingl.'active- ‘andlfwork foi- the sako of‘woi:k naver‘ﬂlcarriad much :!.mpdz;t.ancé.; Nor
was there ever much intereat in cultura change. .To be realistic, one could ’
fdo little to bring about change, nor was change necesserily desirable. -

Personalism was alwaya amphasizad and 1t is a value ord.ontation which
is related to dependency'. The emphnaia is on being rather than on doing.- The
important ge;[ationships -are»those"that -are personal rather than q.mpersonal. .-
The rela‘hionaixip of an individual to goverrment, law, court or aéencies is
nkely to make mére sense and be considered atrongeriff' personal rathe:;- 't.hag l
abstract entitiee are 1nvolvad. - " . | ‘

~ These va.lue orientations do not exhaust tha subject and are given only;-
to :!.ndica.te the contrast betwean the two. cultures.
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It t.hese contrasts are. in eny way correct, it is no surprise that the
Spaniah-speaking people have been highly resiatant to change and that Averi-
can culture from thair point oi‘ view haa been leas thnn appealing because it
emphasizes the wrong things. ‘ ‘
. Aesuming that. these- cul‘bural dﬂ‘ferences are vary real and that they do
- present obstacles to full. assimilation . one needs to. ook at anothar part. of
the picture y namely the social class paz-t, which 'tends to campcund the prob- .
19!1?_ of ‘a'saimﬂation for the xSpax_:ish:spea]d.ng. Poor people have man;r charac-
teristics and problems in-common. .This cbservation has 1ed-03car.Lew:!.s to |
deve10p the concept: oi' the cultura of poverty. Many of the observations which
am made of Spanish-speaking may also be true of Negroes, Scuthem Uh.’x.tos and
Pennsylva.nia coal miners. Somctimes we confuse cultural éharacteris’tics -with
" gocial ulass characteristics. |

. .What I am t.m.ng to aay is thia - that if the Spaniah—speaking were or

~a higher. atatua ‘generally, .the ma.tter of cultural.diffe_repqqg » :.mpgrtant as
"1t is, ‘woﬁld;nlotl be such a great obstacle for their eventual assirrd.lgtio;x into
mnéan.éocie‘ty.. _But since the majority of the Spanish-speaking are of a. .
ve:ry -low 'ggg;q-:economic status, low educatlonal achievemeﬁt;; and,haya low .'
status o‘c\cuéa'tiops,}@h;ey .are then doﬁ'bly handicépped in.their attempté at
assimilation.. N T T e a .

‘ The Spanish-spea!d.ng have been in this country for a great number o!.‘
years. Yot I ttﬁ.nk it is. probably safe to say tha’o this: large e‘bhnic group
is one that. bas assimilated the . least 1n Amrican society. '

" The -Spard.st‘x-speaking people :m the United States conatiﬁte a very’
large,. heteroéeneéus 'grdup vnumbering about six million. ‘Soune three an;l 'a
half mil]ion .are coneentrated in ‘the five Southwestern states.l Of 'thoae who'
reside in the Southwest, aome 82% are located in the ata.tes of Calii’ornia and ,
Texas. . This population in 191;0 was pradominantly a rural. population. ~ In 1950°

some 66$ were considered to '1ive in urban areas > .and in 1960, 86% were - claasi—




a8 -
¥

y fied as urban. - It 13 g pOpulation that is growing *apid’.ly due to hﬂ.gh i‘ortil-
ity rates, higher than tho total wh:!.to population and the non-whito population
1n the. respective statos. A aecond factor for tho pOpulation increase is the
~large: xrd.grationo yearly from riexico. Celifom:la :Ltoelf in the t.on "year 'poriod

, batween 1950 and, 1960 :moroaaed some 88%. With over SO of 'the population under
twenty yoars of age, this indicates high rates of dopendency, high proportions
of the population in infancy and child—youth status, and a high damand for -
commnity rosources auch as schools, health. i‘aoilitios, recreation, sanitation,
etcs . ‘ ‘ : |

' The housing situation .for this group, according to-tﬁe :-1960 -census, is-
inferior both in quantity and quolit.zf in relation to the Anglo and the non-
white population, and their housing .shows extensive deterioration, overcrowd-
ing, lack of bath and toilet facilities; they pay proporticnately more rent
for their accommodations and get less for what they pay. As was’ indicated: |
earlier, rertility is’ higo 2s ig the incidence ‘of mobidity and infant mortality
and, as can be expected, the incidences of broken families from either divorce »
_separation. or widowhood. . Their educational acbievement 1s notably lower than'
fi’or Anglos: or noo-;ahitos An.all fivo of - 'cho states:and in some..ptates as ‘high

, as 52¢ oi‘ the Spaniah-'poaking havo four years or less of schooling, which
would place them-in the catogory of fuuotionally 11lliterate.” Their unamploy-
ment ratos are considerably highor and their income is comparaiively ioﬁer
than for the dom.nant population. A large proportion of this group is ropro—
sentod in 'bho migratory labor streams. which means a aituation which. involveo
an imquality of Opport.unity for education and. employment and practioally
evoryth:!.ng olsa. It involvaa also much child. 1abor ‘and its- comsoquencos.

Bosides tho sorioua disadvantages under which thoy livo ’- tbere .are other -
| problems whieh coni‘ront thia group’ and whioh are equally important. Even living




in a pluralistic sociaty, the need to read, write and apeak English is of.
paramount import:mce. In prdgr to i‘unc?,:!.on well ;n. fchis ’sqciety, knowledge_}
‘of the dominant ;langx_:ageﬁ_ is imééi_;ative, ' Seéorxdly, since ‘this population 48,
'generally;speaking; ‘one of low gdcig;fecpnomf}c 's‘tattlxa‘f and one which seemingly
‘- presents a foreign culture in the xiz_idst of American ,societyl,'_tba _commniéqfnioh
" system. between the subordinate group and- the dominant has yet to be developed,
I'fxor has. there developed effective leadership which can deal with prpblems“of
the- twonmiturqe‘and which can help the subordinate group become a‘moré
- effective force in and partake of the fruits of the Americen society.
| The -'agencias' which work with this population usuall:'r‘,.approachzjbhem with
.a middle class biaﬁ. Th:fs again means a-lack of understanding of cultural
differences on théir part. Scho§1 teachers, social workers, physicians, com~
munity organizers, public health murses, etc., are’more li.keiy to approach
these clients more from. the standpoint of making them over into their own
4mage -rather than from the, standpoint of understanding them.

Actually, . uhat is so. wrong about not being clean? &bout not being on - '
time? About: miss.mg appolntments? What is wrong with not. knowing English or:
Spaaking English with an accent? Or having a la.rge .fandly? Or. having to ,
.consult certain mem'bers oi‘ the i‘amily before making decisions? o '

.What is 8o correct in a.lways being. punctual, reliable, practical,
efr.':.cient and - taking care of the i‘uture? Why not blow your family to steak
and wine wben you make a little monery? s

k'hat is 80 wrong with the about atereotypea :!.s that they lack con-
:f‘ornd.ty-‘bo'nﬁ.ddle,class norms. Williams is correct in suggesting that one of
the value. orientations in tﬁia society is conformity. Those profdsaiona}.a
who work with people do like to have ‘them  behave ]:.‘.ke ~everyone, else. . .Ina

,pluralistic sociaty, Im not convinced that this ie necessarily right.
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‘Let us look a., the pmblem in. another way. Statistically, it is eaay —

s 'to state 'bha‘b this pomlation ahows i‘ewer successea than any o’cher group on

any :Lndax of achievement. ‘ ’l‘he inference ‘drawn from these statistics ‘leads .

voo ANy to suggest that these people are unambitious » they don't care to get

ahead., they are 1azy, u}:iftless » e_tc. I an cpnvinced, .howe‘ver, that these
:lnfemnces are wrong. ' | , | | : |
o It theae people’ were not ambit.icus, they wouldn't. be :i.n your' midst. )
Nor would you find. them in Oregon, Illinois » Indiana, Hichigan, H:umeaota |
or. Kansas. Ir thay didn't care about their fami’ly they wouldn't put their
children, by the thousanda 5 1n the elementary achools. Few complete achool, E
but perhaps the blame should not be placed on the children.‘ A fa.mily that
undertakes a jaunt from aouthern Texas to. northern Hichigan in less than

first class accommodations to labor long houra under the worst of coud:!.ti.ons »

is not lazy and ahift.less.' They are as ambitious as you and I, and far more
[couragaoua. Those people 'uho leave their place of birth and saek out. a livc- |
lihood on the .t‘ringea of sociaty 1:\ whataver parb of 't.his country certainly -

are hoping for aome }d.nd of success, if not for themaelves, for their children.

. To some extent they' are different socially and culturalJy fram the dom-
inant society, but t.hay' do have certain hopas and aapirations»which are common
to us all. What t.hs majority lack, almost categorically, is equality of
opportunity. . Peop}.e and’ ggancios of tgfaining and good will must provide this
equality of opport;i;gity with c?ignity. 0ld clothes and-;ﬁawdered nﬁ.lkam not
enough. . o ‘ ', | | :

“An agency in the commnity, with well trained personnal establiehed in
such.a way, as to provide effective hademhip and uason to 'bhe other structures
in the: commnity such as achoola, polioe ’ weli‘are » courts, health, religious N
labor, and government might be one of the most effective wa;ya -of providing
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‘:I.n the oommunity such as ochools 3 police » walfaro ’ courts, health, religious, ' ' \\

' labor, and government might be one oi‘ the mcst ei‘i‘ective ways of providing \

cqual opportunities. The programs oi‘ such an agency mus‘o be’ imaginative and
should difi‘er from one, community to another as the ci.rcumstances differ._ :'

Prooident Johnson sai.d recently, "I wish to seo an America in whioh no

- young per.,on, whatever the circumstances ’ ohall reach t.he age” oi‘ twenty—one

without the health, education, a.nd skills that will give him an opportunity
to be an effective citizen and ‘a eelf-supporting :‘..ndividual" *

Ve ;.-hq.ve a long task ahead of us.

Moynihan;, D.:P., "Draft Rejectees: Nipping Trouble in the Bud",.

*hs quoteq:' in The Reporter, Vol. 30, No. L, February 13, 196k, p. 2},3.‘, '
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