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At a time in our Amsrdican sociely when the guestion of eivil rights is
a burning issve snd the question of poverty becomss a national problen, it is
apropes o study minority groups who ave the victims of inequality of oppor-
turdty and the recipients of less then their share of the national products
and comforts. Perhaps more studies have been mede of the Admerican Wegro and

their problems than any obther winorlty grow in this country. They contimse to

rerain in the national Iimelight and their recent pretest movemernis are em~
barressing to a democrstic nabtion to say the least. The American Indian Is all

bub forgotten &s 2 natiomal mincrity, perhaps becsuse of their relative iscla-

tion, their concentration in cerdain areas of the United States and their smail

s

marbers comparebtively spesking. They have,of course, their problems which cone
time unresclved; but which ars of no great concern to the nadion ss a whole.

Tke Chinese and Japapese winorities ave neo longer the threats thaet they

were peresived to be in sariler times and with_;%ésﬁtgi?md immigration, a per-

P
i

sAisﬁent fact, and their own resclutions of Smericanization, =2 canti?fmuing affoyt,
they have ceased to pose a "great problem” excent ;:eﬁ;aa;zs in particular g@{_}graphif
cal localitiss where their concentrations are high. The Puerto Ricans, a mixed
imincrity™ both raclaily and socially, represents move recent population move-

ments and presents some problems &t 2 national seale; bub since the concentratioms
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are limited to a very few urban centers, these centers, in partisular Hew
York City, bear the brunt of this rew mrwsmnm,\’

The Cuban imnigration is the latest g;cpulaﬁicm movement c%fﬁ%@l;ﬁiﬁgly
concentrated in Dade County, Florida, but. not an issue of concern to the nation
as a whole. The Jewish problem is a changing phenomenon and beeause of the
great stridss which they have made as & group in American sof:ie%y, their prob-
lems are slightly different from those of Sther mimorities.

There dré other minorities such as the Worwegiams, the Mennoniiss, the

Amish, the @ézil.ippims$ the Italians, the Germans, and the Catholics, tut these

<
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minéri‘bies are bDecoming more and more invisible and in many instances they theme
selves are members of the dowinant group.

The Dpanishespesking people, the subject of this report, are just now be~ |
ginning to be recognized nationally ze z significant minority although this
population, concentratsd in the Smtmstem part of the United States, has been
in the American scene since the 1800's, Our interest in studying this minority
sbems from many sources. If we use the rubric Spanish-spesking for the total
population, we find that this is one of the largest ethnle mimriiia;ﬁ in the

United States and we find alse that it ls one that has been studied the lesst,

If we spesk sbout poverty, we find that the great majority of these people live
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in an imp@;’erished condition whatever eriteria of poverty is used. If the
gquestion of danialv of civil rights is raised, we find that for this population,
particularly in the Southwesbern states and in areas of high smem%mﬁim,\
there are meny denalls of eivil rights. Thekre appears o be no guestion that -
prejudice from ;hhe' d&mﬁn&nﬁ group -is a problem as yet to be mercmﬁev
Diserimination in its subtle and not so subtle forms is a constendt fear
for meny members of this group. Inequalitiss of opporitumities in the sreas of

housing, education and employment are reoceurring problems for this population,

If we lock inte the question of migpatory labor, we Tind this population well

represented in this type of subsistence living, The population movements on
an international interstate and introstate character finds us concerned with
this population.

He ;zmycse then in this report to present sore basic bistariﬁi.:;l and deno-
grepoic data sbout this population ilriting our study to the Tive Southwestern
states in which they are concentrated. We will look inmbo the guestion of ;:;apﬁ-
lation growth and p@pulaﬁan mobility., We will exomine the problems of educa-
tionsl achievement and school drop-cuis. We will raise qngstions ghout employ=-
ment and umzaplomnt. Ye will investigsbe the housing econditions. %YWe will
&%&mg:& o ée%emim vo¥ing patterms and we will Ws@ the ng‘lmm of

*

wigratory ldbor as it affects this populztion.



To Speak of Meny Labels

The Spenishespeaking pepulation of the Sculimest is & wmost heterogensous
group both biclogieally and culturslly. It is not an easy task to delimit The

group and quite often it defies definition. It is pext to impossible to find
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& term whieh iz descriptive of the tobal population end whi s zcceptable o
the variety of subgroupings within the population.

The term used by the Uniied States Uenpus Bureau, “white perscms of
Spanish surneme”; does not include the many peopls who identify themselves with

the Spanishwspeaking population, but who do noi have a“ﬁpaf‘;ish BNITIETE « ‘I‘he

more general term, the Spanishespesking people, doeé not include a lavge rumbey

of people who songider themselves to be members of the group and are szo identified,

&S

tat who Iinguistically may not be able to speak Spanish although they carry with
them a great deal of the historics]l culitural tradiiion of the group.

& more gemersi terw "labtin Ameriesn® carries z ceritain connokation of

Poreigonessy. Such 2 term may be vsed by msmbers of the dominant snd wminority
groiup in polite company o aveld the wmore perjorative term "Mexican¥. DBub the
term Latin American iz nob appealing to Spamlsh Americans or to FMexican Amerieans.

o ¢ali'the poogie "Hexicends” may exclude wany Letin Americans. (The tern

Fexieanos, however, as used by Sﬁami.&h-ﬁgyeaking peopie when speaking is Spanish




is one of the more acceptable terms to them.| The labsl Mexican is offensive
because of the derogé,tary and perjorative nature of the term as uwsed in the
Southwest, particularly by Augloa.gl

The term Spanish Awericans, while very useful and dascmp“htiw; of Spenish
Americans, is not liked by Mexican Americans and Eexicaz;s. Such a term prqperly
defines those Spamish speskirng people whe cawe to this couniry via Latin America
in the early sizteen and seventeen hundreds, even before there was a United States
and certainly before thers was & Vexico. Since Mexico did not becoms z nation
antil the 1840%s, the bterm Spanish Americuan properly identifies the population
and thelr descendants who were not Mexicans until the 1820%'s and who were
Mexicans only for a itwenty-five to thirty vear period. Hany people feel, however,
that those people who use the term Spanish Americen, do so im order %o renounce
their Vexican background and o aveid affiliation with Mexican Americans and
Mexicans.

The Sparish fmericans in northern New Mexico and scouthern Colovrado, inm
certain parts of California and Texas,have often been ealled Hispanes or
Spanish colonials. In Few Mexico, Manites s dimirmtive term for brother {Hermano),
has often been used, but to call mwemelhme oneself Hispanes or Spanish éezmial

quite ofter is pereeived as attempling to be snobbish or "uppity®. Many people




argue that they do not lile to be eslled any kind of hyphenated Americanse

they ask why can'i we just be ¢alled Ameriean, which we are. Most of the people,

the great majority under study, are, of course, citizens of the United States.

The malerity are Americans of Mexican descent. A considersble nuwber ars

Spanish Americans. And a large number asve Mexicans who have come te tuis country

recently. OUne woulsd find glso in the Sonthwest many Latin Americans from
eountries other than Mexico, and; of course, a small pumber of Puerto Ricans.
Another sizeable group of Spanishespeaking people are the Philippines whe
in 1960 nunbered 176,310, bub who do nob come within the scope of this stndyF
‘i"he Puertc Ricans snd the ILatin Americans will also be loft ocut of this study.
The rubricl "Spanish surname® will be ﬁ::sed throughont this s‘mdﬁ a.s a2 term which

encompasses and describes the most reople and is the least offensive.

BRIEF HIGTCRICAL BACKCROUND

Amﬁc;m of Spanish and Hexican Descent

The Spanish were the first Buropesns to explore extensively the western
hemisp'hiem and to sstablish colonies in South andn’ Horth America. %i&l.ving
established themselves fairly well in South America end present Mexico, they

moved from {what is now) Mexico City into the mortherm portions of Wew Spain,.
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part of the present Awerican southwest. One of the Pirst colemizing efforts

wnich followed the great expleration expsdition of Coronado in 1540 was that

@8, Tais colonizing expedition weni as far

which was led by Juan De Offate in 1H
north as northern Bew Hexios. The Spanish established 2z colony called San Juang
which is very clese to the presenttown of Espdiiols, New Hexigs. This first
settlement in Wew Mexico established twenty-five wissions by 1630. However,

in 1680, the Indisns revolted and all of the Spandards were either killed or

3 i .
Sriven out. Twelve years later, Dispe de Vargas reconquered the provines,
4

and estabiished foundations for the settleménts that exist te this day. It

is in these New Mexican villages that the heritage of 16th century Spain existed,
izolated end mft;ﬁi*:a‘iy undisturbed, with fow significant changes wrtil the
194075,

After this Pirst sebtlement the Sj;;&%’liﬁh established seliblements in Texas
(1640) and then at a later dabe parts of Califormia and Arizone wers colonizsd.
For a period of some 250 years, the Spanish pecple in the southwest led a rather
precarious existence, being in 2 relatively hostile enviromment and very mch

isclated from each other, In spite of the relative isclation and the harsh

enviromment the Spanish settlements flourished and Spanish culture wes estsblished
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in the present United States, bud not without & variety of admixbures from the
indigenous popula%imas In a word, they were removed from the mainstream of
European historical developments between the 1600%s and 1800%s. Nor were they

involved in the great revolunticnary movements of the early 1800%s, zithough

orie of these movements affected them’izz the gense that betwe;n :3.83.!} zmd 1823
whern New Spaim suscessfully fammlated its revolt from Spain, these poople be-
came Mexicans for a brief period of tima; “Even the great westward movement of
Americans did not affect the villagepeoprle to s wery large extenmt hecause of
their geographical isolation. OF course, the peoples of Santa P& and obher
centers fell the impact of the Ameriesns gs did the people -of Texas where, by
1836, Americans outrmumbered the Mexicans the bostility engendered between the
two groups expreased itself in a smeaeaéfzﬁ revolution, resuliing in the
formation of the Heprblic of Texas. Some ten to twelve years later, the
tensions between the United States and lexico hecame so grest that ‘ﬁ"h@:&{ 1ed to
the Hexlcan-American War in which, by the treaty of Ouadslupe-Hidelgo, the
‘Eer;i‘l;oz'y north of the Fio Grands became part of the United States. Thus, in
the 1800% the Spanish people in what is now the United 3%3*1;@3?&?& by nation-

* -+P

elity first Spanish, second Mexican, snd then Ameriean {18h%}., I% has been

said that by 1850 there were 107,000 Spanish-isericans in the Unitad Statea.é
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In spite of the changes in nationaiity, and in spite of the greatb westward
wovenent of Americans, the Spanish settlements in the United Statss remzined
essentially Spanish folk socleties up %o the turm f’f the century. This, of
course, was more true of those who lived in mountain villages in northern Few
Mexieo and scuthern Colorado. It is still surprising to z;mn:g;, however, thed
up to 1540, this pepulation wes sﬁll highly resistent to acculiuration and the
majority have never Vbeen completely assimilated to the American ﬁay.?
The Mexican-dmerican population in the United Sta‘heé was relatively ine

gignificant until sbout 1920. 1In the period betwsen 1910 and 1930, the large

immigration from Mexico took place. These pecple were primarily workers who came

as Tar north and east as Detroit to work in the fields, to work with the reilroads,
to woerk In the industrial expansion of the southwest vaxzd to work during the

First World Wer when there were many opoortunities in heavy industry., Meny were
i’iee:‘i.:ng the Mexican revolution of 1910 and its bloody aftermath. There ‘szaskbeen

a contimuing immigration through the yesrs with the possible sxzception of the
depression years when so many Mexicans wers mpéﬁﬁ&ted.g These people and

their descendants we call Americens of Mexican descends some, of course, sre

not Uo S. citizens, but most have become maturalized or are U, 5. e;i‘%‘zens by
birth.

It is ¢ifficult o know how meny Mexiecans have come into the United Statbes
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during the yﬁgrs.s I% is next to impossible to gel acecurate figures for some
of the fellowing reasons. The 6‘5&1‘6&& of the Cersus has never been able to pet
an accurzis count of the Spanish spesking. In 1830 the Census abtermpied to
ermmerate them under the heading "Mexican®. The instructicns to the emumerators
were "all persons born in Mexico or having pamn%xs born in Mexico who were not
definitely white, Hegro, Indian, Chinese, or &apéme“}@ dccording to
Saunders {(1Sh9), the difficully with $his definition; aside from the confusion
§£ racial and cultursl concepts thet it contained, was that 1% m}a{i;d pErsons
whese prandparents, greategrandparents, or even more remote sncestors had come
$o. the southwest by way of Mexico. He states 'm«z in Wew Mexico, 28 sn example,
only €1.916 "Fexdecans were enumerated in 1930 wher 1t uwas a2 metier of commen
¥nowledge that the Spapish-speaking mede up helf the popvlstion of the state,
or something over 200,000 perssnsi‘.m In 19!;{3, the Bureay of the UTensus dropped
the classificelion ®Mexiczn”™ and to enumerate the Spanishegpesking snd other
forelgn languape groups, they asked the ;:;uesi;:;rsm,, "What was the prineipel
language other than English spoken in your home doring your z;%ﬁldh@gé?gﬂ This
guestion, however, lefi out a large number of Spanishegpesking whose prineipsl

language was English during their childhocd. In 1950 and 1560, the census
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Lat"’sensgbed an emmeration by Spanish surname. This criterion brings p%rhar;s
the most zeccurate count but it does leave ocut a mumber of peopls who iégnéify
themselves mzhnha Spanﬁ,ahnspéakmg but who do not have a Spanish surnag:a.ﬁ
Another reascon for the undercount is that a2 number of Mexicanrs enter the
United States illegally and become ¥lost® in the United States. As late as
198L it was estimated that more than one million had entered the United Siates
illegally}h This has generally been cailed the Wetback migration, and in 1953
| .
the Border Patrol spprehended 750,000,  Although the Weilback movement is
evidently not the ‘?ig problew that it was following th§ Second World war, it is
' 88111 undoubledly a significant m%ﬁgratiexz %o the United States. 3Since these are
3,11@5»;&1 entrants, 1% is, of course, impossible to get an acoursbe flgure. Abouit
the only accuracy in the figures are thoss who éz«s actuslly apprekended and de=
puﬂeé}é It has been possibla, however, for individuals in be apprehended and

1
deported two or three times even during the same day.

L

Other types of immigrambs are the Viseros or the passport Vexicane. These
are individuals who come to the United States iegal]y under a pagsport program

and primerily for work in the United States. It is reported by Father Wagner

that in the fiscal year 1961, there were 230,000 passport Wexicans who came info

the United S%at%.lg Of these, 2 certain nuwber get lost in the United States.
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Although they come to work for specific employers; thers is no law that will

prouibit them from moving to suy other pert of the Unlted States.

I3

The Bracero. program, which is essentizlly a contract betwesn the United

States Uovermment end the Mexican lovermment for agriculbural employees,

brought, in 1961, 291,000 Bracercs or Mexican nationals into the United States.

The very great majority of these Mexicans, however, are returned to Mexico at

1y

the end of their contract.

Tha last type of Mexican Immigrant to the United States iz the commtber,

These sre legal entrants into the United Sitates who gererally secure & card

/

designsted 28 Form 1-151 issued by the Immigration and Waturaliszation Service
which permits them %o ?egide and to work permenenily inm the United States. This

is generally ecalled the commuber practits. It is difficuit %o know how many of

”

these commters work in the Urdbed States, but it is estimated that 50,000

‘ (8
(including Conedisns) would be an accurate figure.2

Relaticnships Bebween the Spanish-Speaking and the Angle r

Since the first contact betwesn the Spanishespezking and the Snglo there
has alwsys exlsied an underlying current of suspiclion, a degres of antagonism,

animosity and covert hostility beiween the two groups, despite the lact that

on zn individuzl basis perscone from both groups heve forwed firm, loyal and
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long-lasting relaticnships; and some interma_rriage has cceourred bebwesen Spanishe
speaking znd fnglos. Whal iz surprising is the i"s%?t thet such few acts of
ﬁclenﬁ_e cf"’ s general nature have taken place. Tf the cultursl crientzitior of
the Spenish-speaking were nol so steeped in pessivity, fatalism, accepltance
snd none=aggression t?;e history of the relationship between the two groups would
be 21 entirely different story.

F;bom the very begimming the Spanishespezking were unable to cope with
the aggressive behavior, imperislism and "manifest destiny® expfaséed by

)

Americans.

In the early hissévriealigccounts of the contact between the two Frouns

the arrogant and domimeering ‘:?ehavicr of the Americans coupled by their ‘iraq:licit
attitudes of superiorily are clearly shown and in many instances such behavior
and gititudes continuse o the present time with regerd {o inber-group relatione
ships.

An examination of the factors affeeting the relationship betwsen the
Spanishespesking and the Anglo reveal-certain cultural differences which proved
to be barriers in the development of a2 common graugd of understanding between the
two groups. In the first place the languare differences made commmication

difficult. Ewen today the "langeage handieap® is given, by 4nglos and Svenishe

speaking, as an imporiant barrier te the full participation of the Spanish-




speaking in dmerican society.

The differenees in political backprounds was another important factor

lsading to serious difficuviities betwesn the tuo psople. ¥¥ne English colonists

whe settled on the Atlantic seaboard bzught to America the wost 1ibersl poliltiesl

practices known ia the world of that day. n22 Universal manhood suffrape, statest

righté > locel selfe-povernment, elsctive officers and irial by jury were commone-,
nlace and necsesary to the émﬁ:cansa but not-part of the "gtmliﬁicai background
of the Spanish-speaking.

The Spanishe-speaking were Catholic. The dnglos wers mainly Frotestent
and would not subject thémelms o either churek or state dominetion.. T”ag

23 |

Anzlos were also bebber educated than thelr neighbors, Between 1820-1840
Emericans in the Souihwest wers living in Mexlcer territory under legal agree=
zae—:z;x“es mlth) the Fexiocan govermment or z3 trespassers. For some of the ressons
already cited it was not long before general animdsity prevalled between the
two ‘graoups wnich culminated in the complete domination of the sovttmesitern area,
pelitically ard economically, by the Anglos. Since 1850 the deweleping patterns
of socizl serregation {voluntary or imvolugbary) beceme so embrenched bhabt they
contimae Lo ths present time. Durdng the past Swenly years stuﬁ:es of specific
o4

sreas dealing with the Bpenishespscking have well docuwented this ppsition.

Thus, we £ind today 2 very large population living in a subordinate position
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yigea=viz the dowinant sociely, and to & large extent liviag in social iso-

E&tiﬁn,gb The American public school system, to the extent that it is

effzcbive, has unlg*r@can%lg‘begun to break down this isolation.

~

Sooia-Cultural Differences

T

The Spanish-speaking people in the United States are a highly hetero=
geneous population, both biologically and culturally. Ho atiempt is nads here

to present them as 2 homogenecus popnlation., There does exist smong them a

strong grovp idemtifcation to "ls raza® or to "noschtros los Mexicanos® and
oy Tt .

. few differences exist among the mejority of the people with respect %o &2Cige-

escnomic status.

The Anglo and Spanish-speaking groups are sharply distinguishablie as
o religion, economic stabus, ccaapetlonal status, languape, surnszes,
rasidence, and usnally physicael svpesrance. Hthnic distinctions along
thege lines are made by nearly 211 wewmbers of both grouvs. The
Swanish ars nearly all nowinally Catholic and the fnglor are neariy
ail mominally Protestant. Folitical and economic control of the
comrpnity Is in the hands of the Anplos. There is not the slighiest
. guestion of thelr superordinete posibion in relation to the Spanish
as a whole, though eertain individuals of Spanish background c¢learly
receive persongl respect and prestige well szbo¥s that of rayy Anglos.

“Although the above was written for a particular comminity, other studies

in other sections of the counmbry have reported similar findings. ¥ost scoisl

partivipation, parties; plenics, dances, religious services, and partigiﬁaﬁianA

£

in social and civic organisations is along ethniec lines., Marriages ave

ractically endogamous.e? :




We heve already suggested some of the historicsl factors associated

with the problem of the relationship hebween Anglos and the Spanishespesking.

We shoold now Tike To turn our atiention to cerdain characteristics in the
sogio=cultural backgrcound of the 5panish—5;eaking which might help explain
Dirther the subordinzte stetus of Lhe group., These characteristics are found

in most rural, agrarian; folk socleties and are not mecessarily peculiar to
B 2B .
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the population under study. The #nglos came from eeitursl backgrounds similar

‘

-in many respechts to the sitnation under discussion as they developed Irom an
agrarvian, rural soelety to sn urban, industrialized scelety:; they were noi,
howsver, confronted with the same problems in becowing Arericens; as have the

Spanish-speaking, nor did they have a large reservolr of potentisl immigrants

whe corbimied %o wigrate inmbo the country, compounding the problems of the native

and naturalizsd Spanish-speaking as be sought his

L4

Tzee in Aperican societdy.
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